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The prime tests for any policy
document on climate change must
include whether the proposals are
sufficient to meet the global warming
crisis that we are all now facing;
whether the proposals are practical;
and - perhaps the most difficult to
judge but also the most important -
whether the policies will survive any
virulent public opposition.

The Labour Government under
both Blair and Brown has failed both
the first and last tests. Its policies
have been so weak that carbon
emissions have actually
risen since 1997 and
even its latest targets are
too low to enable the
United Kingdom to take
its share of the carbon
cuts needed to avoid
catastrophe. Labour
caved in to the fuel protesters and
abandoned the road fuel escalator, the
only effective policy it had for
tackling transport emissions. More
recently, Brown’s feeble efforts to
curb aviation emissions turned out
to be just a disguise to raise tax, thus
undermining the principle of using
taxes to change behaviour without
addin to the overall burden.

The Conservatives have adopted
a Cameron-green pose but have still
to produce any firm proposals and
have already weakened their green
credentials by tacitly supporting new
nuclear power stations. The
Conservatives will also have difficulty
coming up with credible proposals
that do not fly in the face of John
Redwood’s promise to reduce
regulation and of the Party’s
antipathy to anything European, as
regulation and action at European
level must be part of any solution.

So how does the new climate
change policy paper - ambitiously

titled Zero Carbon Britain - Taking
a global lead - from the Liberal
Democrats fare against these three
tests?

No one can doubt the Party’s
ambition: the Liberal Democrats aim
is to achieve a carbon neutral United
Kingdom by 2050. A cynic might
suggest that this is just aimed at
grabbing the headlines. But the policy
paper makes clear that it is firmly
based in a belief that, if the world is
to prevent runaway climate change,
a carbon neutral UK is essential.

As has come to be expected from
the Liberal Democrats, the policy
paper is not short of detailed
proposals to achieve the target. The
key policies are based on a
combination of limiting carbon
emissions by rationing through the
EU emissions trading system (ETS)
and using price mechanisms to
encourage low carbon choices.
Mechanisms range from a
strengthened and widened ETS and
reforming the Climate Change Levy
into a carbon tax on primary fuels to
imposing a £10 per passenger climate
change levy on flights within the UK
and dramatic increases in VED on
fuel hungry vehicles.

The paper proposes using
regulation to drastically improve the
energy efficiency of new buildings;
incentives for research, development
and deployment of new low carbon
technologies; for a major programme
to improve the energy efficiency of
existing homes; and new

administrative arrangements to
ensure that government can deliver
what is needed both nationally and
internationally. No one can be in any
doubt about the thoroughness of the
paper when it even includes a
proposal to limit the inheritance tax
relief available for forests to
woodland that meets sustainability
standards.

Another strength - unsurprising,
coming from the Party that prides
itself on carefully costing its
programmes - is that the paper

includes, in
considerable detail, how
its proposals will be paid
for.

Will these policies
deliver carbon
neutrality? Perhaps the
most impressive part of

the policy paper is an annexed table
setting out how carbon neutrality will
be achieved sector by sector in both
the short-term and long-term.

But, of course, there is more than
40 years to go before the results can
be finally judged and I suspect that
not a single Liberal Democrat believes
that there will not need to be any
revisions and new policies required
by 2050. I, for one, am sorry that
the paper is not stronger in its support
for personal carbon allowances, as I
have a real suspicion that the
certainty of rationing carbon is going
to prove to be essential: human
behaviour at the personal level seems
all too immune to price signals in the
face of advertising, ambition and
simply keeping up with the Joneses.

However, there can be no
doubting the seriousness with which
Liberal Democrats are tackling the
climate crisis. What we now need is
a government to put these proposals
into action before it is too late.

Towards a carbon neutral UK
One of the major debates at this year’s Brighton conference will be that on the Party’s new
climate change policy paper (on the morning of Monday 17 September). Paul Burall (who was
a member of the climate change policy working group) outlines some of the key issues.

‘The policy paper makes clear that it is
firmly based in a belief that, if the world
is to prevent runaway climate change, a

carbon neutral UK is essential’
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Increasingly, packaging is falling
under the spotlight of media and
public attention with the debate is
growing over how the excessive use
of packaging can be curbed, along
with what role should Government,
industry and individuals play in its
reduction. One huge factor driving
the debate is its ubiquity: as
consumers, we come across excess
packaging as an everyday
occurrence.  A simple trip to the
supermarket results in
the accumulation of vast
amounts of card, foil
and plastic, much of
which is disposed of as soon as we
get home.

The Government’s Waste
Resources Action Programme
(WRAP) says that families now
spend £470 on packaging each year,
one-sixth of their food budget.  Some
consumers have even taken matters
into their own hands by removing
packaging and leaving it at the
checkout, having last year received
the backing of then-Environment
Minister Ben Bradshaw to do so.

Disposable plastic bags are often
the focus of consumer ire, not least
because their throwaway nature and
prevalence amongst street litter make
them a highly visible target for the
green agenda.  A Liberal Democrat
report from 2004 estimated that over
17 billion plastic bags are distributed
annually by supermarkets in the UK.

Far from setting the agenda on
packaging, the Government has
largely struggled to keep up with the
debate. EU targets for packaging
reduction, adopted in the UK through
the Producer Responsibility
Obligations (Packaging Waste)
Regulations, have been missed.

Trading Standards offices have
urged reform of the Packaging
(Essential Requirements)
Regulations, which govern
acceptable levels of packaging,
because of the difficulty they have
in policing excess packagers using
these vague, malleable regulations.

Several major supermarkets and

an increasing number of food
producers have signed up to the
Courtauld Commitments, a voluntary
agreement brokered by DEFRA to
reduce packaging levels.  However,
there are doubts over how much can
be achieved through voluntary
measures alone, and from the outset,
Courtauld appears to be suffering
from a lack of established protocols
for reporting and measuring
progress.

In May this year, the Government
published its Waste Strategy for
England.  The measures included
setting optimal packaging standards
for different classes of product, a
proposal for higher EU recycling
targets, and a pledge to reduce the
environmental impact of carrier bags
by 25% over 18 months. While these
are appropriate steps to take, they do
not go far enough.  They neither
tackle the problems in the regulations
nor acknowledge the limitations of
the voluntary Courtauld
Commitments, or offer fresh
thinking about how to curb excess
packaging.

The motion that will be put before
the LibDem conference includes
measures to strengthen existing
packaging regulations by correcting
current technical problems and
closing loopholes.  It also proposes
the creation of a new national body
to tackle large-scale producers of
excess packaging to assist and work
in conjunction with local Trading
Standards offices lacking the means
to take on larger offenders.

The Courtauld Commitments pay
lip-service to packaging reduction but
are yet to prove their worth with real
results.  The motion seeks to ensure
that the pledges in Courtauld are given
genuine priority by companies, by
translating them into binding targets.

The motion offers creative
thinking to tackle excess packaging,
cut disposable plastic bag use and

empower consumers.  Taking into
account the decidedly mixed
evidence on the success of plastic
bag taxes piloted abroad, it proposes
a deposit scheme to tackle plastic bag
use.  Charging consumers at the
point of sale would discourage plastic
bag use, while a deposit to be
reclaimed would encourage the re-
use of bags where they had been paid
for.

Building on ‘right of return’
principle in Andrew
Stunell’s Retail
Packaging Recycling
Bill, the motion calls on

waste points to be provided in
supermarkets to allow customers to
remove and deposit unwanted
packaging for recycling before
leaving the store.  By empowering
consumers with the means to leave
packaging in-store, supermarkets
would be forced into thinking twice
before stocking their shelves with
excessively packaged products.

The fringe meeting should provide
a lively debate. Speakers will be
present from The Independent and
Marks & Spencer, along with Chris
Huhne MP and your author. To add
some fun to the proceedings, prizes
will be awarded on the night for the
worst examples of excess packaging
submitted in advance: please contact
the event organiser, Nick Hutton, on
(020) 7219 8088 or
huttonn@parliament.uk if you have
an example.

When Parliament resumes in
October, there will be further
opportunities to press the
Government on packaging.  Jo
Swinson’s Early Day Motion on
Excessive Packaging, which has
already gained the signatures of 174
MPs, should continue to gain
support.  She also has an opportunity
to raise the issue with a 10 Minute
Rule Bill, to be read on 23 October.

So, just as the media and the
public increasingly talk packaging,
Westminster will also continue to
have its attention turned to the issue.

Tackling Excess Packaging
This autumn’s Federal Conference will debate a motion on packaging, to be proposed by Jo
Swinson MP, at 9am on Wednesday 19 September, following a fringe meeting the previous
evening on the subject. Here Jane Brophy, who will sum up the debate, outlines the background.

‘We come across excess packaging as an
everyday occurrence’
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Sunday 16 September
2000 CentreForum and RSPB
What is land for?
The Grand, Alexandra Room
2000 Shelter
Building hope - more homes
now
The Grand, Consort Room

2000 Green Liberal Democrats
Green briefing and AGM
Holiday Inn, Lancing 1 and 2

Monday 17 September
1230 British Chamber of
Commerce & LGA
Green taxes -  effective or not?
Hilton Brighton Metropole,
Ambassador Room

1300 Sajjad Karim MEP
Trade and climate change
Old Ship Hotel, Regency Suite

1300 Association of British
Insurers
Adapting to our changing
climate
Quality Hotel, Walnut Suite
1745 Core Cities
Cities and climate change
Hilton Brighton Metropole,
Clarence Room

1800 Energy Saving Trust
Environment question time
The Grand, Alexandra Room

1815 Places for People/TCPA
From green belts to eco towns
Quality Hotel, Walnut Suite

1815 CentreForum and Nuclear
Industry Association
Nuclear waste: yes please
Hilton Brighton Metropole,
Norfolk Room

2000 General Motors/East of
England Development Agency
Sustainability and
manufacturing
The Grand, Victoria Terrace
2000 LGA, New Economics
Foundation and the NHS
Confederation
Taking the temperature. Can
public services save the planet?
Quality Hotel, Beech Room

2000 Nine leading UK environment
groups
The green verdict on the Liberal
Democrats
Quality Hotel, Ash Room

Tuesday 18 September
0715 AXA
Small business: saving the
planet
Thistle Hotel, Noblesse Room

0800 Social Market Foundation/
CABE
Designing communities for the
future: sustainability and place
Thistle Hotel, Keats and Shelley
Rooms

0800 Social Market Foundation/
Coca-Cola Great Britain
Corporate social responsibility:
boardroom blessing or window
dressing?
Thistle Hotel, Tennyson Room

1300 PTEG
Tackling traffic congestion -
the debate
The Grand, Pavilion Room

1300 Institute for Public Policy
Research
Connecting cities: transport and
growth
Holiday Inn, Ashdown Suite

1300 Flood Prevention APG
Flooding: planning and
environmental challenges
Holiday Inn, Lancing 3

1300 Institute of Directors/Sunday
Times
Climate change: business
opportunity or business threat?
Old Ship Hotel, Regency Suite

1800 LDEG
The great energy debate
The Grand, Alexandra Room

1800 The Independent and Climate
Clinic
Communicating climate change:
the media role
Quality Hotel, Beech Room

1800 Social Market Foundation/
Carbon Trust
Technology to the rescue: can

technology save us from climate
change?
Thistle Hotel, Keats and Shelley
Rooms
1800 Social Market Foundation/
Go-Ahead Group and Transit
Ditch the car, save the planet?
Promoting public transport
Thistle Hotel, Tennyson Room
1930 Low Carbon Vehicle
Partnership
Biofuels: more good than harm?
Quality Hotel, Ash Room

1945 Friends of the Earth
Making the UK a global hub for
a low carbon economy
Quality Hotel, Beech Room
2000 Jo Swinson MP and Green
Liberal Democrats
Tackling the packaging problem
The Grand, Regent Room
2000 ALDE Group
Climate change: the good news
Old Ship Hotel, Regency Suite

Wednesday 19 September
1300 Environmental Services
Association
A new waste strategy
The Grand, Charlotte Room
1300 GCT, CPRE and CLA
Managing the land, conserving
the countryside
Holiday Inn, Lancing 2 and 3
1800 Nuclear Industry Association
Nuclear -  part of the solution?
The Grand, King’s East
1800 MET Office
The impacts of climate change
Quality Hotel, Beech Room

1800 RIBA
Eco-buildings -  from drawing
boards to reality
Quality Hotel, Ash Room
1815 ALDC/ESA
Chips, bins and populism
Holiday Inn, Lancing 1

There is also a programme of
interesting events at the
Climate Change Clinic at the
Friends Meeting House

Our selected list from the Conference Fringe



Green Liberal Democrats

Conference briefing & AGM
Lancing Room, Holiday Inn, at
8pm on Sunday 16 September

The Green Liberal Democrats invite everyone to their
regular Green Briefing on the environmental issues
that will be covered at the Conference. This is your
chance to have an early insight into some of the key

issues and for you to give your views
The Green Liberal Democrats AGM will also be held
during this event, so you can also find out what the

GLD has been doing and is planning
The AGM Agenda is:

1. To agree the minutes of the 2006 AGM
2. To receive the Annual Report and Accounts
3. Election of Executive Committee members and honorary officers
4. Any other business

Refreshments will be served
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I enclose a cheque made payable to “Green Liberal Democrats”.

I would like to join the Green Liberal Democrats
     (£20 recommended £10 minimum & student/unwaged/OAP)

Name ..................................................................................................................................
Address ..................................................................................................................................

................................................................ Postcode ..................................................
Email ....................................................Home phone ...............................Mobile .........................
Constituency .........................................LibDem membership number ...........................................

I would like to pay by standing order (preferred; see below to pay by cheque)
To (bank/bldg soc) ................................................................................................................

Address ...................................................................... Sort code............../.............../ ..................
Please pay National Westminster Bank plc, Alsager Branch (60-01-12) for the credit of Green
Liberal Democrats, account number 93136382 the sum of .......................pounds (£ ..................... )
commencing ................................................................
and thereafter every year until further notice. Name .........................................................................
Account to be debited ................................................. Account number .......................................
Signed ......................................................................... Date .........................................................

Send to Green Liberal Democrats, FREEPOST (SCE8297), Oxford OX2 9YZ

amount in words
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