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This report covers an 18-month period from autumn 2018 – due to the AGM “fail” at the Autumn 

Conference in Bournemouth in 2019 and its postponement because of the General Election. 

GLD Conference 2019 

Of key significance during this time was the 2019 GLD Conference in Nottingham in June. Numbers 

were significantly higher than in 2018 and membership signing prior to June suggest a good number 

of people chose to join GLD in order to come to the Conference as members. A formal financial loss 

was registered, but new members probably offset some (or all?!) of this loss.  

Also as I was “quick off the mark” in speaking with the Party President in York last year, we managed 

to gain the right to organise a Green Hustings – in combination with the East Midlands Hustings – for 

the 2019 Leadership Election (I have again asked if we can repeat this experience for 2020, as the 

GLD Conference fits into the Leadership timetable again this year! No reply received as yet.) 

The GLD Conference was well received by members. The food and refreshments were all Vegan 

(apart from cows` milk for the tea and coffee) Green Liberal Democrats also paid for the 

refreshments and venue for the hustings meeting in the evening. I shared the platform as Chair`s 

Aide during the evening meeting, which was attended by close to 500 people altogether. 

The original plan was to start “circulating” the GLD Conference around the Country in 2020 and 

beyond. However, the postponed AGM, followed by the calling of the General Election meant that 

the planning timetable was simply inadequate for discovery of an appropriate venue. We did look at 

the possibility of holding the 2020 Conference in conjunction with the East of England LD Regional 

Climate Change conference, but the timetables did not match. I recommended, and it was accepted 

by the Executive Committee, that we should simply revert to Nottingham as a venue since we are so 

welcomed there, and the venue is excellent.  Planning is now in hand, via an informal sub-

committee, for the 2020 conference AND a Summer School for the weekend of 20th/21st June. It is 

expected that we will begin the process of “circulation” around the country as from 2021. 

General Election 

The other major feature of my role during this period was the development of a series of articles 

highlighting “Green Heroes” standing in the election. It may take an academic research programme 

to discover whether it actually made any difference to any of the results for the candidates involved. 

As far as THIS report is concerned it is probably enough to say that we know it was noticed. One of 

our MPs, Layla Moran, having seen the series asked to be included. We duly gave her a shout out.  

I should add that the original idea came from Katie Critchlow who was briefly involved until 

appointed a PPC in her own right. Subsequently Laura Sykes took on a key role of gathering 

information and helping to write many of the articles. Communications assistance was also provided 

by George Miles at a technical level and Kevin Daws via Twitter. My thanks to them all for their help, 

which was duly noted at Executive Committee in January 2019 We hope to repeat this exercise for 

accredited Candidates at the local elections in May 2020 and beyond. 

Regional Framework for GLD 

I have suggested organising a Regional framework for GLD at Exec Committee level. It was accepted 

as a provisional idea requiring confirmation at the AGM. The motion for the AGM is as follows: 

“This AGM authorises the development of a network of Regional GLD groups reporting in 

to the GLD Executive Committee. The development will initially be on an ad hoc basis.” 

Keith Melton, Vice Chair (Campaigns), February 2020 


