
 

Dear GLD Members, 

So, we are about to participate in the Liberal Democrat Spring Conference online from 

Friday 19th to Sunday 21st March, this weekend. I know not all of you will be there, but if 

you can join us there, there are several events of real interest to GLD members. And there 

is more about those events in the Newsletter below – so perhaps you will be enticed to 

join us online and I will see you there.     

2021 a Pivotal year 

I have written elsewhere about this year perhaps being a pivotal year for Green issues, but 

I make no apology about going over this ground again, because I really feel we are in a 

position to Change the World and I would really love to get you to become involved in this 

endeavour – it is central to my personal goal as Chair of GLD, as it has always been! 

This newsletter highlights some of the key dates in this year of change, but, for me, the 

climax of the year will be the Global Climate Summit in November, currently referred to 

mostly as COP26 – Conference of the Parties, which will bring World Leaders from all 

around the globe to Glasgow in the first half of November. The UK Government has a 

unique opportunity to create REAL progress by being BOLD with its `presidency` of COP26, 

but at the moment we are being subjected to acres of `Greenwash` about it with virtually 

no substance. 

Green Liberal Democrats need to make OUR voices heard and we have plans to do that 

which I cannot yet share with you, but I would ask you to `watch this space` and be ready 

to boost our campaigns in your areas, as our ideas unfold. Perhaps the best clue I can offer 

is that `Windpower` is involved…! 

A Rolling Green Liberal Democrat presence… 

As well as our `secret plan`, we have evolving plans for a communications 

blitz during 2021 in terms of events, webinars and podcasts, so we`ll never 

be far from potential headlines. If you are able to get more involved, please 

do so, and help to make 2021 our Green Year. 

Keith Melton, Chair, Green Liberal Democrats 
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This is a ten-minute read if you read every word but you can 

skip to Spring Conference Amendment & Fringe meetings 

(Page 2;) Dates to remember (Page 4);  Special Interest 

Groups (page 5);  Regional Groups  &  Greeneralia (Page 6); 

or, finally,  Breaking News (on Page 7)… ENJOY! 

 



 

 

 

Some of you will know that we submitted a motion on International Development issues 

for discussion which was dropped in favour of an alternative, which is now F23 on the 

Agenda. We have subsequently submitted an amendment to strengthen the motion which 

has been selected for debate. The amendment is below: 

Amendment to F23 International Development  

[This amendment falls into three sections (a), (b) and (c). Separate votes possible] 

(a) After line 18, ADD a new paragraph 

Mitigation from, and adaptation to, Climate Change, while recovering from the 

consequences of the pandemic, places enormous additional financial pressures on all 

countries, particularly the poorest and most climate-vulnerable. Without international 

support, these countries will find themselves in permanent crisis mode.  

(b) After line 33, ADD  

Conference reaffirms the Liberal Democrat belief that: 

Each generation is responsible for the fate of our planet and, by safeguarding the 

balance of nature and the environment, for the long-term continuity of life in all its 

forms. 

(c) After line 44, ADD a new paragraph 

Ensuring that the UK plays a global leadership role in increasing funding to developing 

countries to help mitigate and build resilience against the twin threats of climate change 

and biodiversity loss.  

Mover: Pippa Heylings                                                                           Seconder: Keith Melton 
 

Please feel free to share this with your LD colleagues and friends with supportive words. It 
would be good to build support before the Conference, although we think there is little here 
that would be contentious anyway.  

 

 

 

GLD fringe meetings are always good value, none more so than the two fringe meetings we 
are putting on at this Spring Conference. Don`t miss them: 
 
Saturday 20th March 17.40 Kate Raworth and the Doughnut Economy explained, with 
Wera Hobhouse MP. (Sir Ed Davey will make a short appearance to welcome delegates) 
Sunday 21st March 13.00 Campaigning on the Environment Bill, in conjunction with the LGA 
and GLD Exec member Councillor Pippa Heylings will speak. 

 

1 Spring Conference - Amendment 

2 Spring Conference – Fringe Meetings 



 



 

 

 

Dates we think you should note: 

April 22nd  Earth Day (celebrated since 1970!) https://www.earthday.org/  - President 

Joe Biden is convening a Global Summit on Climate Change (not the same as COP26: Glasgow!) 

May 6th   UK Local elections: if you are a GLD member and a candidate get yourself 

“Accredited” to use the GLD Logo in your literature and get the Green Vote. 

https://greenlibdems.org.uk/en/page/candidate-accreditation  

May 17th – 30th  UN Biodiversity Conference (CBD COP 15) in Kunming, China. Follow our 

Special Interest Group on “Doubling Nature” (see www.greenlibdems.org.uk ) 

May – National Bike Month  Good for local cycling campaigns! Webinar anyone? 

May 20th World Bee Day  Get the anti-neonic message across locally. 

May 22nd International Day for Biological Diversity  SIG “Doubling Nature” Zoom  

http://grn.lib.dm/e6RK Specially for New Councillors; LD led & NOC councils 

June 5th World Environment Day  A good day for the next meeting of the “Developing a 

Wellbeing Economy” Special Interest Group, (just ahead of the G7 meeting below) – but since 

the 5th June is a Saturday we`ve set the meeting for the Friday evening, 4th June, so you can get 

fresh air on Saturday if you are `Stir-Crazy` from the lockdown. Meeting details - 

http://grn.lib.dm/e7RK  

June 11th - 13th  G7 Meets in Cornwall (or virtually?) & is made up of seven countries - the UK, 

the United States, Germany, France, Canada, Italy and Japan. Two key items on the agenda – 

coronavirus and Climate change (GLD will have a Webinar/Podcast) 

June 17th Sustainable Development  Special Interest Group. Next Zoom meeting planned for 

Thursday 17th June. Meeting details -  http://grn.lib.dm/e8RK  

June 26th – July 4th  GLD Summer School & Rolling Conference. We propose to hold a 

number of Green Events like we did last year. There will probably also be a Green Lib Dem 

QUIZNITE and don`t miss our 2021 Photography Competition. Four themes, prizes for the best 

pics and a chance to be on our GLD Calendar. Visit the website for the rules >>> 

https://greenlibdems.org.uk/en/page/photography-2021  

Nov 1st – 12th UN Global Summit on Climate Change – (COP26) – Glasgow 

Green Lib Dems expect to have a presence at COP26, but the details have yet to be confirmed. 

We have applied for an event in the Green Zone, but will need to wait until May for a response 

on that. We may also have an independent presence, but, again although plans are in hand, 

we are waiting on others for further information. When information is available, we`ll put it on 

the website www.greenlibdems.org.uk   

3 Dates to Remember - 2021 

https://www.earthday.org/
https://greenlibdems.org.uk/en/page/candidate-accreditation
http://www.greenlibdems.org.uk/
http://grn.lib.dm/e6RK
http://grn.lib.dm/e7RK
http://grn.lib.dm/e8RK
https://greenlibdems.org.uk/en/page/photography-2021
http://www.greenlibdems.org.uk/


 

 

 

We originally suggested Four Special Interest Groups, but another one sprang from 

the GLD AGM in January (So, we have FIVE now!). They are now beginning to move 

forward, and we need to populate them with expertise – so check them out below 

and let us know if you are keen to join in and offer your help and/or expertise. For 

more info go to our website at http://greenlibdems.org.uk/special  

1 Developing a Wellbeing Economy. Convenors Keith Melton & Steve Mason 

The `Launch` of this Special Interest Group will be the fringe meeting at 17.40 on 

Saturday 20th March, with Wera Hobhouse MP and our Keynote Speaker, Kate 

Raworth, author of the ground-breaking book on Doughnut Economics. The title of 

the fringe session is `Meeting the needs of people within the bounds of our Living 

Planet` and it will highlight the things that we need to start doing to ensure we work 

for an economy that enable people to “Thrive” in our communities, whether those 

be small villages and town, or cities, and in communities that cross international 

boundaries. http://grn.lib.dm/e7RK  

2 “Doubling Nature”. Convenors Pippa Heylings & Jason Billin 

The `Launch` of this Special Interest Group will be the fringe meeting at 13.00 on 

Sunday 21st March. This is a joint meeting with the LGA talking about campaigning 

on the Environment Bill, but the key message form the GLD viewpoint is about 

biodiversity loss and what we think we need to do about it. Councillor Pippa 

Heylings will be the GLD keynote speaker at this event, as well as being one of the 

SIG convenors. http://grn.lib.dm/e6RK  

3 Sustainable Development - Convenors David Watts & Martin Horwood 

This Special Interest Group has already had its first meeting in February, in the sense 

that a steering group has been established. It is focused on the need to build 

sustainable houses, services and communities. So, there is some orientation towards 

the planning environment, but it will be a much wider scope overall. Community 

facilities are important as is the location of employment opportunities.  

4 Renewables and energy efficiency - Convenors Geoff Harvey 

5 Food from Farm to Table - Convenors Graham Neale & Diana Catton. 

More details on these two Special Interest Groups are located on the GLD webpage - 

http://greenlibdems.org.uk/special  

4 Special Interest Groups 

http://greenlibdems.org.uk/special
http://grn.lib.dm/e7RK%202
http://grn.lib.dm/e7RK%202
http://grn.lib.dm/e6RK%203
http://grn.lib.dm/e6RK%203
http://greenlibdems.org.uk/special


 

 

 

Wales 

The first “Regional” GLD group to be established looks like being the 

Welsh group, with a `launch` meeting on Thursday 25th March just 

after the Spring Conference. Wera Hobhouse MP was already 

booked in to be guest speaker for a Welsh fundraising event for Mid 

& West Wales Regional fund. Wera is set to cover the importance of 

the Climate cluster of activists and Councillors in the run up to the 

Global climate summit known as COP26. 

Speaking with Jackie Charlton, our GLD Regional Lead in Wales, it seemed an 

excellent opportunity to launch a fully functioning Welsh GLD Group. So, 

Chair of GLD, Keith Melton, will explain how this will help our overall capacity 

to `Change the World` in this pivotal year, 2021! 

http://grn.lib.dm/e9RK  

East Midlands 

Shortly after the Welsh meeting, there will be a meeting in the East Midlands, which 

started as a local meeting for the Newark Constituency, with Sarah Olney, talking to 

members about one of her `Spokesperson` roles. In view of the COP26 development later 

this year, we thought it would be a good opportunity to see how the Climate change 

imperative will impact upon any and all issues for which a Government is responsible. The 

meeting is set for Monday 12th April. Link available nearer to the event… please email 

chair@greenlibdems.org.uk   to register your interest. 

Appeal for Regional Organisers 

We are seeking to replicate these Regional Groups around the country, so if you are 

interested in helping this project along, please contact Keith Melton on 

chair@greenlibdems.org.uk  via email telling Keith which region you are based in. 

 

 

 

 

You may already be aware that a NEW `magazine` has been launched in this last 

week, going by the name “Greeneralia”. It is Edited and promoted by GLD member 

Laura Sykes & takes a broad-brush view of environmental issues. It will be a 

bimonthly, light-touch view of Green issues for non-specialists.  

5 Regional GLD Groups 

6 Greeneralia 

http://grn.lib.dm/e9RK
mailto:chair@greenlibdems.org.uk
mailto:chair@greenlibdems.org.uk


 

 

 

Just as we were finalising this newsletter to send out this evening, information arrived on our 

screens from SalixFinance, the company which has been granted the rights to manage Phase 2 

of the Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme (PSDS) 

Criteria for Success 

An extract from the information received provides the criteria for successful applications for 

Phase 2 of the PSDS and we thought it might be helpful to GLD members on appropriate 

Councils/Public Sector bodies to have sight of these sooner rather than later:  

“The criteria for Phase 2 PSDS are carefully defined and every Applicant must study the criteria 

carefully and demonstrate and provide proof in their application that the project is tackling 

heat decarbonisation.  Phase 2 criteria are different from those for Phase 1.  

To be eligible for the scheme, two new key criteria must be met, in addition to the existing 

Phase 2 PSDS criteria listed here. 

• Applicants must be using a fossil-fuelled heating system; and 

• The heating system in question must be coming to the end of its useful life” 

The amount available for the whole of Phase 2 is a mere £75 million, so, if they give out the 

maximum to each applicant of up to £5 million there may be as few as 15 projects, all of which 

have to be completed before the end of March 2022. The grants are available to Government 

Departments and their `Arms-length` bodies, to Local authorities and Universities and other 

public sector organisation. 

Portal Opens 

The Application Portal opens on 7th April, just after Easter and applications will be closed down 

after they reach the total amount plus some reserve applications – so you need to get your 

skates on to put a project together in the next couple of weeks. 

The reason we are featuring it here is that it would be really great if a large proportion of 

successful applications were to come from Lib Dem run councils and other Public sector 

organisations. There is no doubt that we are well-placed to take a lead on this simply because 

we actually BELIEVE in the need to Change the World! So, as soon as you see this, get your 

pencils sharpened to bid for these funds. Brought to you with good wishes by the Green 

Liberal Democrats. 

Link 

So, here`s the link you need. Good Luck! 

https://www.salixfinance.co.uk/Phase_2_PSDS  

 

7 Breaking News!! 

https://www.salixfinance.co.uk/Phase_2_PSDS

